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The December  
Program: 

Holiday Party 

November Program: Snowman Box by Dennis Lillis 

Dennis Lillis showed us how to turn a block of wood into a 

snowman box. Suggested woods for the body include holly, 

maple, or other light colored wood. One could also use 

bleach to lighten up a darker wood. One suggestion was to 

use liming wax to “whiten” the snowman after sanding. Oth-

er parts include the hat (blackwood, rosewood, bocote or 

other colorful wood), Nose (carob), Arms (two twigs), and 

eyes and mouth (burned or mineral nuggets). 

Turning begins with rounding out the blank be-

tween centers and forming tenons on both ends. 

Next the different sections of the body are 

marked out and diameters cut with a parting 

tool.  Each section is then turned to its final 

shape.  A 3/4” hole is drilled to a depth of a least 

a 1/4” in the top of the head to accept the hat tenon.  The body can be sanded 

then colored if desired (liming wax, bleach, paint, etc.).  Mark the nose and arm 

locations and drill 3/16” holes.  The head is now 

parted off at the body.  A 1-1/16” hole by 3-3/8” 

deep is drilled and the inside sanded.  Part off the 

base or make a jam chuck to turn off bottom. 

Place head in chuck and fit the “neck” tenon to 

hole drilled in the body.   

Now you’re ready to turn the hat. Begin by turn-

ing the hat blank to 1-3/8” diameter and form a 

tenon on one end.  Place the hat into the chuck 

and turn to your desired shape. Form a 3/4” di-

ameter tenon and then part off the hat leaving 

the tenon length of about 1/4”.  Fit the hat on 

head and glue in place. 

The nose is then turned with the blank placed into the chuck. A 3/16” tenon 

was turned on the end about an 1/8” long. Test fit tenon in the hole drilled for 

the nose. Turn a slender taper about 1/2” long towards the chuck and gently 

separate the nose.  Glue the nose in the hole drilled in the head.  

The preceding description is taken from handouts that Dennis distributed at the 

monthly demo.  Thanks for a great demo and the detailed instructions. 
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To write or not to write 

I’ve been the president of the club for the past year 

and would like to say that I’ve enjoyed every bit of 

it. Except for one part. When I was a kid in school, I 

was diagnosed with a rare form of Writer’s Block. 

None of the doctors could find a cure for me. No 

research funding is available to find a cure. Later in 

life a second debilitating disease called procrastina-

tion took hold in my body. Now I am sitting here 

thinking whether this president or any president so 

paralyzed with writer’s block and procrastination 

can long endure. 

Our club is blessed with three wonderful people. To 

me they are real heroes. They took on the tasks I 

would dread taking on myself. I am talking about 

Bob Gerenser, Greg Peck and Mark Koenig. 

From the day I joined the club I have always loved 

reading our Chips and Chatter newsletter. I have 

browsed through the old chips and chatter news-

letters to read and grasp everything I could about 

wood turning. There is a treasure trove of infor-

mation in our newsletters for every new as well as 

seasoned wood turner. 

Bob had been meticulous in taking notes during our 

demos. He captures every bit of information and 

detail and supplants the editorials with pictures 

and creates a wonderful newsletter. When you 

read those articles, you feel as if you were present 

during those demos. He was our champion news-

letter editor for a long time. I want to thank him for 

all the efforts he has put in creating those news-

letters. 

Greg Peck has been a hero for our club for a long 

time now. He has taken over many tasks including 

setting up the audio visuals for our meetings and all 

odds and ends for the proper smooth working of 

our club. When Bob handed over the newsletter 

baton, he was there to grab it (no one else extend-

ed their hand). As the secretary, our audio-visual 

guy and as well as a newsletter editor, Greg has a 

big plateful in his hands. On top of that the waiting 

he had to do for me to hand him the president’s 

turn article wasn’t something he anticipated before 

he took on that task. I applaud Greg for his pa-

tience and the effort he puts in the creation of our 

newsletters. 

Mark was instrumental in why I became the presi-

dent and maybe I could vent my frustration about 

writing the president’s turn on him. But that would 

be cruel. Mark was our champion programs direc-

tor and he has been key in shaping a lot of our club 

activities. When he volunteered to help with our 

newsletter it was a big relief.  He has been very pa-

tient with me (so far) when I procrastinate in giving 

him the president’s turn article. I want to thank 

Mark for all the work he does for our club. 

A lot goes on in creating a newsletter. Writing arti-

cles, formatting, editing, adding pictures, waiting 

for others to fill in their parts, proof reading etc. it 

is one of the toughest jobs that goes on in our club 

month after month.   

I feel humbled when I see the efforts put forth by 

Bob, Greg and Mark in creating our Chips & Chatter 

and what they do for our club. 

A big round of applause for Bob, Greg and Mark. 

~ Hari ~ 

http://www.svwoodturners.org


 

http://www.svwoodturners.org/ Page 3 

2019 Calendar of Events 
 

January February March 

Wed. the 3rd Wed. the 6th Wed. the 6th 

BOD at 4 p.m.    

President's Challenge: President's Challenge: President's Challenge: 

Spindle Turning Collaborate/Training Something That Makes Noise 

Program:  Program:  Program:  

Dennis Lillis Charlie Belden Mike Mahoney remote demo 

Lathe Maintenance Beyond Bowls Turning a Platter 

April May June 

Wed. the 3rd Wed. the 1st Wed. the 5th 

 BOD at 4 p.m.     

President's Challenge: President's Challenge: President's Challenge: 

Platter Beads of Courage Box Identical Twins/Comp. 

Program:  Program:  Program:  

Bob Gerenser/Mike Lanahan Pete Zavala Don Bonnett 

Beads of Courage Box Identical Twins / Complimentary Turning a Sphere 

July August September 

Wed. the 10th Wed. the 7th Wed. the 4th 

BOD at 4 p.m. T&L on the 24th   

   Multi-Axis Turning   

President's Challenge: President's Challenge: President's Challenge: 

Sphere or Egg Winged Bowl Multi-Axis Turning 

Program:  Program:  Program:  

 David Vannier Mark Koenig Dennis Lillis 

Basket Illusion Multi-Axis Turning Inlay Work 

October November December 

Wed. the 2nd Wed. the 6th Wed. the 4th 

BOD at 4 p.m.  Holiday Dinner  

President's Challenge: President's Challenge: President’s Challenge 

Top or Wildcard* Inlay or Embellishment Snowman Box or Ornament 

Program:  Program:  Program:  

  Don Bonnett   Dennis Lillis Holiday Dinner 

Top Contest Snowman Box  The Blue Pheasant Restaurant 

* Something not on this year’s list   
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SVW MEETING MINUTES – November 6th, 2019 

Meeting was called to order by Ray Hari at 7:04 p.m. 

Visitors: Avery Gee; Rich and Kaiser; Sandy Bocks 

 WELCOME! GLAD YOU’RE WITH US TONIGHT! 

General Announcements: 

 Ray welcomed Brian Havens back to club meetings, introducing Brian to new club members. 

 Brian mentioned he had a Jet mini lathe he would donate to the club for a raffle. 

Holiday Event – Gordon Patnude, 

 December 4th at the Blue Pheasant Restaurant. Described gift exchange at the party. 

Pens for the Troops – Gordon Patnude 

 Turn in pens now or get pens to Gordon after meeting 

Board Meeting and Wild Apricot Beta website – Joe Martinka 

 Give budget items to board members for next year. 

 Described 4-month beta testing for Wild Apricot as replacement for Yahoo Groups. 

Twenty members are helping. Answered questions from club members regarding membership, dues 

payment, timing. 

Programs – Don Bonnett and Dennis Lillis teaming up for programs next year. 

CA Glue – Tom Kenyon, get in touch with Tom now. 

Anchor Seal2 – John Whittier and Dennis Lillis. Let them know so they can bring some to a meeting. 

Staff Reports: 

 Next General Club Meeting – Ray Hari, the next general club meeting is in January 2020. 

 Annual Elections – Gordon Patnude 

  Nominated to date: 

   President – Ray Hari 

   VP – Don Bonnett 

   Treasurer – Joe Martinka 

   Secretary – Paul Rygaard 

 Proceeded to approve these nominations for the 2020 Board positions. Election closed. 

November President’s Challenge & Make-Ups for 2019 – see member and their work in this newsletter. 

November Show and Tell – see member and their work in this newsletter. 

Presentation – Snowman Box by Dennis Lillis 

Presentation at the Powermatic lathe – snowman parts were turned with explanations for design and 

techniques for body, head, and hat. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:43 p.m. 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
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John Whittier 

Ornament 

Walnut finial, sea urchin 
shell, wipe-on poly finish. 

 

Johnny Alias 

Inlay Bowl, Snowman Box 

Bowl with inlay in rim, and 
snowman with three hid-
den compartments. 

Steve Dahout 

Bowl with laces 

Unfinished bowl by David 
Ellsworth with laces around 
crack on side of bowl. 

Gordon Gatnude 

Inlay Pens (Nov)., Snowman Box 
(Dec.), Spoon Twins (May), and 
Beads of Courage Box (June) 

 

Make-up for 

May and June 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
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Dennis Lillis  

Bowl with Inlay 

Rose Garden pear with 
butterfly inlays.  Gift to 
Parks manager. 

Joe Martinka 

Hollow Form, Ornament 

Pear hollow form with lac-
es, water based lacquer fin-
ish. Olive hollow form Ells-
worth ornament with wal-
nut oil finish. 

Ray Hari 

Bowl with Inlay 

Ironbark with microbead 
inlay in epoxy, wipe on poly 
finish. 

John Fox 

Inlay Bottle Stopper (Nov.), 
Christmas Tree Ornament 
(Dec.), Lidded Box (Oct.) 

 
Make-up for 

October 
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Stephen Balsbaugh 

Bowl 

Carob bowl. 

 

Charlie Belden 

Drop Spindle 

Drop spindle (poplar and black 
walnut) with turned lead weight. 

Tom Schmida 

Bowl with Butterfly Inlay 

Santa Cruz Cypress bowl with 
butterfly inlays with beeswax/
linseed oil finish. 

Paul Rygaard 

Bottle Stopper with Inserts 

Bottle stoppers having different 
types of inserts. 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
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Steve Dahout 

Cocobolo Handle 

Multi-axis cocobolo handle with 
triangular shape. 

Dennis Lillis 

Hollow Form with Top 

Black acacia hollow form with 
threaded top. 

Joe Martinka 

Pepperwood Bowls 

Holey bowls made from pepper-
wood exhibiting many cracks and 
holes. Water based lacquer finish. 

Brian Havens 

Thermed Stool 

Redwood stool entirely turned 
using therming techniques to 
turn legs and cross supports. 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
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Ray Hari 

Indexing Wheels and Indexing Pin 

Paduak indexing pin (Thingy) and clear 
indexing wheels for 1” spindle. 

John Fox 

Bottle Stoppers and Mushrooms 

Plethora of bottle stoppers and mush-
rooms. 

Pete Nelson 

Lidded Box 

Lidded box with finial. 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
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The turners below have graciously offered to open their shops to help members who want to learn to sharp-
en, try something new, or master a technique that just doesn’t seem to be working.  We all love to share.  
You just have to ask.  
 
Willing to help?  Contact Newsletter Editor to join this list.  
 
Mike Lanahan, mikelan@aol.com, (408) 926-9330 Pepper Mills, Segmented, and Shaving/Makeup Brushes. 

Dennis Lillis, denjlillis@gmail.com, (408) 353-3821 Hollowing, sharpening, and coring. 

Gordon Patnude, gppatnude@comcast.net, (408)267-6789 Pen Turning and general turning questions. 

John Whittier, whit10506@aol.com, (408)761-3941 Sharpening, design, natural edge bowls, boxes, goblets, 
tool control, you name it. Anything but segmenting.  

President Ray Hari (408) 806-6183 r_hari@yahoo.com 

V.P./Programs Don Bonnett (408) 245-2009 don.bonnett@sbcglobal.net 

Prof. Demos Don Bonnett (408) 245-2009 don.bonnett@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer Joe Martinka (408) 735-7245       exegrec3@yahoo.com 

Secretary Greg Peck (408) 623-9156 greg.peck24@yahoo.com

Newsletter Editors Greg Peck (408) 623-9156 greg.peck24@yahoo.com 

 Mark Koenig (408) 888-4944 mskoenig52@gmail.com 

Hospitality Barbara Jones (408) 257-9385 northbaj@att.net 

Membership Chair.   (408) 267-6789 gppatnude@comcast.net 

Outreach Chair      (408) 267-6789 gppatnude@comcast.net 

WIT Liason Jasmine Morataya (408) 816-3815 jasmorataya@gmail.com 

Photographers Steve Balsbaugh (408) 262-1564       sbalsbaugh@att.net 

 Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330 mikelan@aol.com 

Property Mgmt. Greg Peck (408) 623-9156 greg.peck24@yahoo.com 

Librarian Mark Koenig           (408) 888-4944       mskoenig52@gmail.com 

Webmaster Pete Zavala   (405) 849-2858       zavalawoodturning@gmail.com                                   

Site Prep  Johnny Alias (408) 227-2423 vet59@ix.netcom.com 

 Milton West (408) 729-6334 miltwest@sbcglobal.net 

Audio/Visual Greg Peck                (408) 623-9156       greg.peck24@yahoo.com 

Social Chair. Bob Gerenser (408) 262-5411       bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net

Wood/Anchor Seal Dennis Lillis (408) 353-3821      

Superglue Tom Kenyon

Yahoo! Groups  Howard Cohen (408) 378-9456 nethoward687@yahoo.com

http://www.svwoodturners.org
mailto:gkeogh@sbcglobal.net
mailto:tm@jkvnl.com
mailto:jimlbenson@yahoo.com
mailto:vet59@ix.netcom.com
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mailto:bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net
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An IRONMAN is one 

who successfully com-

pletes all 12 President’s 

Challenge projects for 

the year.  Those who 

meet the challenge are 

awarded coveted and 

distinctive IRONMAN 

name badges.  A blue 

bar in the accompany-

ing chart means that 

person has completed 

the project for the 

month indicated.  You 

needn’t be a great 

turner, you just need to 

participate.  Make 

something in our Chal-

lenge theme and bring it 

to the next meeting. 

Editor’s Note 

If we’ve somehow  over-

looked your  President’s 

Challenge entry, send an 

email to: 

Greg Peck  

greg.peck24@yahoo.com 

Mark Koenig 

mskoenig52@gmail.com 
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Alias, Johnny      

Balsbaugh, Steve

Bocks, Charles

Bonnett, Don

Dahout, Steve

Fox, John W.

Galli, Jerry

Gerenser, Bob

Gott, Jim

Hari, Ray

Jones, Barbara

Koenig, Mark

Krug, Glen

Lanahan, Mike 

Lee, Kevin

Levin, Gordon

Lillis, Dennis

Loney, Jim

Mackenzie, Colin

Martinka, Joe

McCutcheon, David

Patnude, Gordon

Perrine, Jay

Plemons, Dave

Rapp, Brandon

Rygarrd, Paul

Sayed, Ayman

Schmida, Tom 

Thomas, Larry

Vannier, Dave

West, Milton

Whittier, John

Wittrock, Oscar

Zavala, Pete

IRONMAN Rules 

• There are twelve challenges listed for the year and in order to qualify for Ironman you must show, by the end of the year, 

that you have completed all twelve challenges. 

• Challenge entries should be shown at the meeting corresponding to the challenge schedule. 
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Want to join a great group of turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere of sharing and camaraderie?  Become a member of Sili-
con Valley Woodturners.  We meet on the First Wednesday of each month. Drop in at any meeting and check things out.  To 
join, contact Gordon Patnude (see contact list), or just complete the application form below and mail with check to Gordon.  

Learn more about our club on the web at www.svwoodturners.org. 

Silicon Valley Woodturners Membership Application 

Please print and mail with a check payable to SVW for $35* individual ($45* family) to:   
Gordon Patnude, 1348  Whitegate Ave, San Jose,  CA  95125  Phone: 253-820-8684-- email: gppatnude@comcast.net  
Name __________________________________________________________________  

Address ________________________________________________________________  

City _________________________________________ State _____ Zip ___________  
Phone(s): home:___________________________mobile:__________________________  
Email ______________________________  Website _______________________________________________  
Lathe(s): ________________________________________________________________ 

Current Member of AAW?   Yes ___   No ___  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Member-
ship* 

Renewal 2nd Quarter  

April - June 
  3rd Quarter          
July - Sept. 

  4th Quarter   
Oct. - Dec. 

Individual      $35      $25      $20      $10 

Family      $45      $35      $30      $15 

It takes more than the officers and program chairs to make our club function at its best.  We need your help 
in other ways to manage some of the club’s activities.  This is a HELP WANTED ad, and we need you to re-
spond.  There are always things that need doing.  In particular, we need:  
 
• Volunteers for shop tours  
• Volunteers to present/demonstrate at meetings  
• Members to write up their profiles for the newsletter  
• Short articles or Tips & Tricks for the Chips & Chatter newsletter 
 
Please contact Mark Koenig to volunteer and help make our activities happen. 

OTHER WOODTURNING CLUBS: You may use materials in this newsletter for the benefit of other turn-

ers.  Please credit Silicon Valley Woodturners and the newsletter month and year for any material you use, 

and mention our web site: www.svwoodturners.org.  Note that if we’ve flagged an article as having been 

reprinted from another source with permission, you must secure that same permission in order to use that 

material.  

http://www.svwoodturners.org
http://www.svwoodturners.org
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17252 Big Rd, Bloxom VA 23308    

Toll Free 1 (800) 995-9328  

   

Chocolates Worth Their Calories TM 

 

1492 Soquel Ave 

Santa Cruz, CA 95062 

831-425-1492 

 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/
http://thesandingglove.com/The-Sanding-Glove-Woodturning-Supplies.asp
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Smocks,  SVW colors.  $30 (SVW patch not in-

cluded).  Contact John Whittier for details.                  

(408) 379-3722,  

turninghands@yahoo.com 

Join us Wednesday, December 4, 2019 

for the annual Holiday Dinner: 

Blue Pheasant Restaurant, located at: 

22100 Stevens Creek Blvd, Cupertino  

December Program: Holiday Dinner at the 

Blue Pheasant. 
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